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Groups sign truce in public school wars
ucation Assjxjialion, llic As-socialitin
fur Supervision and Curriculum De
velopment, the National Association
of Secondary School Principals and
theNational School Boards Associa
tion.

"In recent years, the public space
where religion and public education
meet has Ixcome an area of increas
ing concern for many Americans.
Riley told a news conference at the
Freedom Forum World Center, on
Arlington. Va.-bu.sed non-prollt foun
dation that seeks to advuncc First
Amendment rights.

"There is an intensity sun\...;.Jing
this debute about religion and public
education and,at times, this intensity
has become corrosive and harmful,"
Riley said.

On the local level, many commu
nities find themselves embroiled in
religious controversy on adaily basis
over such issues as what books a
school library may stock, the wearing
ofreligious garb and symbols, the role
of religious clubs and the proper
methods to leach religion in the
schools.

While theagreement will notend'
those struggles, it could change the

tone of ihe debate, said Charles
Huynes, visiting professional scholar
at the Freedom ForumFirst Amend
mentCenterat Vanderbilt Univereity
and a prime mover behind the state
ment.

"When we differ, and we will, we
recogniic our civic responsibility to
debate with civility and respect, and
to engage inconstructive dialogue,"
Haynessaid.

Steve McFarland. director of the
Center for Law and Religious Free
dom. a legal advocacy group onbe
halfof religious rights, said hisgroup
signed the statemenl "because empha
sising fundaiiiciital common ground
is more constructive\han issuing mil
itant.divisive rhetoric."

Elliot Mincberg. executive vice
president of People for the American
Way, acivil-liberties advocacy group,
also said there were "deep and abid
ing differences of opinion on many
important issue.s."

But, he added, "it is good to re
mindeachother—and to remind our
selves—that the way we talk about
fundamental American values likere
ligious liberty, citizenship and educa
tion is imixjrtant."
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ARLINGTON. Va. (RNS)—Cull
it a mice in ihe cullurc wan.

Despite their dil't'crences over the
propriety of prayer and religious ac
tivity in the public schuoh. sume of
the nation's most bilter ideological
enemiesvowed March21 to conduct
thcu- fight in a more civil and con
structive manner.

In what Education SccrciaryRich
ard Rilcy hailed as "good news for
public education," 17 religious, civil
liberties and education groups issued
asix-point statement ofprinciples
firming religious liberty and promis
ing to end the "personal attacks,
name-calling, ridicule, and similar
tactics" thatinreccnt years havechar
acterized debateoverpublic schools.

Signers of the statement range
from theconservative Christian Coa
lition and National Association of
Evangelicals lothe liberal People for
the American Way and the National
Council of Churches.

Education groups signing the
statement include theAmerican Fed-
erdUon of Tcachers, theNational Ed

'Toierancs isn't
condoning'

ATLANTA (BP)-As
Americabecomes more

reiioiously pluralistic.
Christians stiould

demonstrate tolerance
and knowledge of

different philosophies
about God, said an
Atlanta researcher,

author andprofessor.
Tolerance, however,

does not mean

Christians must accept
other religious claims as

true, Bill Craig told
Southern Baptist

interfaith witnessleaders
March 20.

The concept of
tolerance impiies that
you disagree," Craig

said. "You can't tolerate
something youagree

with.

"Toleration is treating
those withwhomyou
disagree with respect

andcharity. The correct
basisoftolerance Isthe

Inherent worth of the
individual, who has

rights tofree speech."
Free speech includes

sharing thegospel, but
Christians should be

prepared toencounter
people with radically

different views ofGod.
. . Craig said.

To know whatothers
beU^, 'do a lot of

listening," Craig
recommended. Thay

may not have the
principles of their beliefs
logically formulated, and

by listening Christians
canfind opportunities to

witness, hesuggested.

PRINCETON. N.>.—Can a
pereon be good and ethical with
out believing in God?

Yes, according to three-
fourths of American adults re
cently surveyed by the Gallup
Poll.

Those most likely lo believe
this are people who do not cori-
sider religion important in their
own lives, the young and the col-
lege-educated, according loa re
port of Ihe poll in Emerging
Trends, the newsletter of Ihe
Princclon Religion Research
Center.

Among people who do not
consider religion important in
their own lives, 90 percent be
lieve a person can be good and

• ethical without believing inGod.
That contrasts with a 66 percent
approval rating by people who
do consider religion important.

Among adults younger than
35. 81 percent said atheists can
be good and ethical, compared to
70percent ofadults 65 and up.


